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Linear Economy vs. Circular Economy
• The circular economy (CE) is viewed as a promising approach to help reduce

• our global sustainability pressures according to Ellen MacArthur Foundation

• and European Commission” (p. 300)

The circular economy is viewed as a promising approach to 

help reduce our global sustainability pressures 

(Ellen MacArthur Foundation, 2022; European Commission, 2022)



Circular Economy Definition

Alhawari et al. (2021) 

KEY ACTIVITIES

- Reduce material, close the loop for material

- Recycle, transform waste into a resource 

- Restorate and regenerate by design 

- Prolong product’s life 

- Maximize ecosystem functioning, 

eco-efficiency and resource productivity 

- Promote environmental quality and 

sustainability 



Circular Economy and the SDGs

Rockström and Sukhdev (2016)



1. Circular economy is an economic model which encompasses the design, production, consumption

and services activities aimed at reducing raw materials, extending product life, reducing waste

generation and minimizing adverse impacts on the environment.

2. Every business shall establish a management system and take measures to reduce extraction of

natural resources, reduce waste and increase waste recycling and reuse from setting up a project and

designing a product or goods to production and distribution.

3. Ministries, ministerial agencies and provincial People’s Committees shall incorporate circular

economy immediately at the stage of formulating a development strategy, planning, plan, program or

project; managing, reusing and recycling waste. The Government shall elaborate on criteria,

roadmap and mechanisms for encouraging the implementation of circular economy in conformity

with the national socio-economic conditions.

Circular Economy in Vietnamese Policy

Article No. 142. Circular 

Economy in LEP in 2020



Decision No. 687/QD-TTg on approving the scheme 

for circular economy development in Vietnam

Circular Economy in Vietnamese Policy

 Reduce the exploitation and use of non-renewable resources and water resources; increase efficiency of resource use, materials; save energy;

 Extend useful life of materials, equipment, products, goods, parts;

 Reduce waste generated and minimize adverse impacts on the environment; reducing disposable products; develop green  purchasing habits.

General Criteria for Circular Economy in Decree No. 08/2022/NÐ-CP



Mekong Delta Region 

Resolution No. 78/NQ-CP promulgating the

Government’s Action Program on implementation

of the Political Bureau’s Resolution No.13-

NQ/TW, on orientations for socio-economic

development and assurance of national defense and

security in the Mekong River delta through 2030,

with a vision toward 2045

Land use

83.5 % agricultural land including forest

12.6% water surface for aquaculture



RECOMMENDATIONS  

1. Circular economy implementation with a 

priority on agriculture 

2. Circular economy model to be ecosystem-

based and climate resilient

3. Circular economy strategies in the region to

maximize utilization of agricultural water use

and waste water reuse



RECOMMENDATIONS

4. Incentives based on 

circularity assessment at 

nano and micro levels

Accenture (2014)

5. Business start up with the 

support for the circular 

economy business model 



6. Opportunities for circular 

economy practices in agriculture 

to transform waste to energy 

RECOMMENDATIONS

Barros et al. (2020)



Thank you for your attention 

Le Thanh Loan, PhD

loanlt@ueh.edu.vn


